August 8, 2005 Minutes
Southington High School

Call to Order


The meeting was called to order by State FFA President Nick Stanisci at 10:30 am.  There were 9 members of the executive board present including State Officers Nick Stanisci, Sarah LaRose, Michele Longhi, and June Domina, District Chair Tyler August, State Executive Secretary Mr. Natusch, State Executive Teacher Advisors Mrs. DiGioia and Ms. Wilcox, and our State Executive Treasurer Ms. Brockett.
Minutes of previous meetings


The minutes of the April 29th meeting were read.  June then moved to accept the secretary’s minutes.  Nick had corrections to the secretary report and the minutes were accepted with corrections pending.  
Officer Reports


Michele Longhi gave the treasurers report.  She then moved to accept the treasurer’s report; it was seconded by Sarah, voted on and passed.

Executive Member Reports


Nick reported there have been no chapter visits as of yet.  Officers should use their journal entries as reports on chapter visits.  Two copies of the report should be printed out; one for Nick and one for June, the secretary.  


Sarah gave a report on the State Presidents Conference (SPC).  Sarah said there were 19 issues for nationals in which nine or ten will go to nationals.  Sarah was on a committee which discussed whether the money earned requirement for the American Degree should be changed.  Along with being a part of this committee, Sarah was able to tour Washington D.C.

Nick then gave his report on SPC.  Nick was on the American Heritage Committee.  National FFA was looking into creating a program involving American Heritage which might include rewarding FFA members for visiting veterans, but the program was generally unclear.  At SPC, a biotech CDE was discussed.  Nick and Sarah also got to meet with a variety of people including the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, legislators, and even President Bush.  

Nick also met the guard of the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, who was a past FFA member.  He was very impressed by the guard’s ability to do his job when the rest of Washington D.C. may be evacuating.  Nick reminded everyone that just as we may be impressed by the guard, FFA members look up to State Officers so make a good impression.

Correspondence

This year our goal is to keep in touch with as many FFA members as possible.  June is in charge of correspondence with other State Associations.
Committee Reports


There were no committee reports this meeting.

Program of work reports

Nick clarified what Sarah would need to report at meetings.

Special Report from Kimberly Brockett

Kimberly Brockett, our executive treasurer, presented us with a sample spread sheet of our budget this year.  Ms. Brockett mentioned that anything could be amended if need be.  The spread sheet included the budget from this year and last year and included a sample of a detailed report.

Ms. Brockett then reported the association could earn about $300 interest if we chose to leave our Certificate of Deposit (CD) with The Savings Institute, but if we move our CD to Webster Bank, we could earn close to $700 interest with a net earning of over $100.  We also have the option of putting more money in the CD which would tie it up for 10 months, and put all additional money into the money market to gain interest.  This would involve placing a minimum of $10,000 into an account with no risk of loosing any money.
Old Business


There was no old business.

New Business

Michele moved to move the money in The Savings Institute Account, add $20,000, and move the money into a CD account with Webster Bank which would amount to about $46,000.  The motion was seconded by Sarah.  No discussion followed and the motion was voted on and passed.  

Michele then moved to close the checking account at The Savings Institute and move the remaining funds to the money market at Webster Bank.  The motion was seconded by Sarah, there was no discussion, and the motion was voted on and passed.


Tyler moved to send Michele as the third delegate for national convention.  The motion was seconded by Sarah, no discussion followed, and the motion was voted on and passed.  
Calendar Update

Mr. Natusch will be e-mailing important dates once they are verified, including dates for field days.  We will hold JLC at UConn once again all together.  There will be a possible officer retreat in January along with good will tours.  

The hotel rooms as reserved for National Convention at the Executive West.  Mr. Natusch says it’s important to let your professors know you will be gone for National Convention way ahead of time and he will have letters available if you need them.  


CDE’s are probably going to be held on November 18th at UConn.


Mr. Natusch has received surveys back for what workshops advisers think are important.  

Appointments of Committee Chairs

Program of Work- Sarah is chair and she may appoint members to her committee


Auditing Committee- A teacher still to be decided will be chair, Michele will be on the committee along with one member from each district.  A meeting with partial membership to meet the November 15th Tax deadline should be held.


Finance Committee- Michele is chair and she may appoint members including a representative from CAAE. 

The deadline for choosing committee members is September 1st

Announcements

Sarah moved to have Mindy Crane, past president, invited to all State Executive meetings.  The motion was seconded by Michele, was voted on and passed. 


Sarah moved to have a book of the month award at every executive meeting.  Michele seconded the motion, discussion followed, and the motion was voted on and passed.


Our next meeting will be on September 7th at UConn around 5:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

June Domina
State Secretary
