Connecticut FFA Association

Executive Meeting

February 16, 2006 Minutes
York Conference Room

Call to Order

     The meeting was called to order by State FFA President Nick Stanisci at 4:40 pm.  There were 12 members of the Executive Board present including State Officers Nick Stanisci, Sarah LaRose, Michele Longhi, and June Domina; District Chairs Ryan McCarthy, Tyler August, Jason Flaster, Johanna Wertz, and Emily Meskun; State Executive Secretary Mr. Natusch; State Executive Teacher Advisors Mrs. Keefe and Mrs. DiGioia; and two guests, Mr. Sepe and Ms. Berlekovic.
Minutes of previous meetings

     June moved to dispense reading the November 22nd executive meeting minutes.  Since there were no objections, June Domina then moved to accept the minutes.  Ryan McCarthy seconded this motion; the minutes were voted on and accepted as read.

Approval of Agenda
     Nick Stanisci asked for any additions or changes to the agenda.  Since there were none, the agenda was approved by unanimous consent.

Officer Reports

     Michele Longhi gave the Treasurer’s Report.  She then moved to accept the treasurer’s report, Tyler August seconded; it was voted on and passed. 
Executive Member Reports

     Emily Meskun has continued e-mailing chapters in her district, but Housatonic and Wamogo have yet to respond.  Northwestern Regional held their Chapter Public Speaking Contest and has six people moving into the District Public Speaking Competition.  In March, Northwestern Regional will have their Performance Compliance and in June, they will hold State Convention.
     Johanna Wertz reported that her district had their Public Speaking Competition and that they also held a social afterwards.
     Ryan reported his district has also held their District Public Speaking Competition.

     Jason Flaster said that his district’s CDE’s will be held on April 12th.

     Michele said she would be attending the Chapter FFA Degree Ceremony tonight at Suffield.
     Sarah LaRose presented workshops on January 9th and 10th.  She attended the CAAE meeting on January 11th, presented information about the Constitution Committee and then attended that same committee’s meeting immediately afterward.  Sarah participated in the Winter Retreat for State Officers and District Chairs.  On St. Valentine’s Day, she went to Mattabasset to pump them up for CDE’s and then went to E.O. Smith to present a FFA opportunities workshop.
     June Domina attended Lyman Hall’s Holiday Meeting in December.

     Nick Stanisci attended the CT FFA Foundation Meeting at Nonnewaug High School; there they talked about ways to find new sponsors for the FFA.  On January 10th, Nick went with Sarah LaRose to present a workshop at Stamford.  Nick also attended the Winter Retreat.

State Staff Reports
     Mr. Natusch just got back from Indianapolis where he had the opportunity to see next year’s convention site.  He visited Connecticut’s hotel and learned about programs that would be brought back to convention.  Mr. Natusch received information on having a National Officer help with Blast Off, as well as materials for NLCSO and SPC.  He has been working on final touches to the award certificates for the flower show and says Nick will take part in the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.  He thanked Sarah for getting the proclamation for FFA Week.  Mr. Natusch says that those interested should start applying for the American FFA Degree and National Proficiencies now; the deadlines will be coming up shortly.  JLC is also coming up fast as well as the State Conference.  
     Mrs. Keefe briefly reflected the Winter Retreat, which was a success.

Committee Reports
     Constitution Committee- Johanna Wertz reported that the committee has been working line by line through the constitution and hope to present it by next meeting.

     District Chair Committee- Sarah LaRose reported that this committee has not been able to meet as of yet.

     FFA Center Committee- Tyler August reported that Michele Longhi has been looking into more details about the center and finalizing things with Mr. Kane.

     Finance Committee- Michele Longhi reported that she has worked out problems in the last report.
     P.O.A. Committee- Sarah LaRose spoke briefly about what had not been done as specified by the P.O.A., what the P.O.A. says must be done shortly, and what should be done.  Sarah moved to accept the report as read; it was voted on and passed.

     Code of Ethics Committee- June Domina reported that the committee will hopefully be meeting with in the next two weeks and have something to present at the next meeting.

Old Business

     Michele Longhi moved to accept the changes to the budget.  Ryan McCarthy seconded the motion; discussion followed.  Michele withdrew the motion.  Tyler August seconded the motion to withdraw; it was voted on and passed.

New Business

     Sarah LaRose moved to approve the Northwester Regional Chapter as the State Convention location.  Tyler August seconded the motion; it was voted on and passed.

     Sarah moved to accept the proposed constitutional deadlines that were sent out by e-mail.  Johanna Wertz seconded this motion and discussion followed.  Sarah then moved to amend the main motion by inserting “and to have February 28th as a purposed deadline for which by to notify chapters”.  The amendment was seconded by Emily Meskun, voted on and passed.  The newly amended main motion which read “to accept the proposed constitutional deadlines that were sent out by e-mail and to have February 28th as a purposed deadline for which by to notify chapters” was voted on and passed.
     Tyler moved that the State Association pay for the cost of District Chair jackets and pay for the newly purchased State Officer jackets.  Ryan McCarthy seconded the motion; it was discussed, voted on and passed.
     President Nick Stanisci started a discussion on realigning the FFA Districts.  Some of the topics discussed including the appropriate number of districts, travel distances, number of members, competition, and the amount of members that would be able to participate at State Convention.

Appointment/ Discharge of Committee

     Auditing Committee- Ms. Berlekovic is chair, with Emily Meskun, Nick Stanisci, Ryan McCarthy, Michele Longhi, and Sarah LaRose as members.
     District Chair Committee- discharged and attached to the Constitution Committee.

     State Convention Committee- discharged to become the responsibility of the State Officers

     Reimbursement Committee- discharged and will give their final report at the last executive meeting.

     Code of Ethics Committee- will stay as is

     Research Incorporation of CT Association Committee- this committee’s purpose is to research ways in protecting the State FFA Association from law suits.  The committee should consist of executive committee members, CAAE member, and alumni.  Members include Sarah LaRose, Johanna Wertz, Nick Stanisci, Mrs. Keefe, and a chair from the CAAE.
Announcements

     After the meeting we’ll iron out the JLC purposed schedule.

     CT Flower Show is on February 23rd; State Officers should be there by 6pm and the program starts at 7pm.

     Ag Day at the Capitol is on March 22nd from 10am to 1pm.  District Chairs should try to be there.

     There are lots of events coming up soon, CAAE, JLC, CDE’s.

     State Degree Applications will be judged on April 5th.

     The book of the month award goes to Sarah.

     Next meeting is on March 16th, 4:30pm at UConn.  The April meeting will be held on the 5th, around 3:30 at Mattabasset.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 

June Domina, State Secretary 2005-2006
