March 16, 2006 Minutes

George White Library
Call to Order

     The meeting was called to order by State FFA President Nick Stanisci at 4:40 pm.  There were 8 members of the Executive Board present including State Officers Nick Stanisci, Sarah LaRose, Michele Longhi, and June Domina; District Chairs Ryan McCarthy and Emily Meskun; State Executive Secretary Mr. Natusch; and State Executive Teacher Advisor Mrs. DiGioia.

Approval of Agenda
     Nick Stanisci asked for any additions or changes to the agenda.  Michele Longhi moved unanimous consent to add a motion to allot money for an insurance policy for the amount of $400 or less.  Since there was no objection, it was added.  Sarah LaRose moved to strike from the agenda the committee report for the district realignment committee.  It was removed from the agenda since the committee doesn’t exist.
Minutes of previous meetings

     June Domina moved to dispense reading the February 16th executive meeting minutes.  Since there were no objections, June then moved to accept the minutes.  Sarah LaRose seconded this motion; the minutes were voted on and accepted as read.

Officer Reports

     Michele Longhi gave the Treasurer’s Report.  She then moved unanimous consent, and with no objections, the Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read.

Executive Member Reports

     Emily Meskun reported that her chapter participated in a variety of activities and spirit days for FFA Week, including Laser Tag and Tie-Dye Day.  Her school also finished the Performance Compliance Review.  The chapter members are now filling out officer applications and award forms.  District Public Speaking is on March 23rd.
     Michele Longhi attended Suffield’s Chapter Degree Ceremony and the Housatonic Alumni Banquet as well as the Code of Ethics Committee meeting.

     Sarah LaRose attended the Hartford Flower and Garden Show Gala Event.   She also went to testify on an education bill at the state capital.  Sarah also had the opportunity to attend the award banquet, dance and final session of the Massachusetts FFA State Convention.  
     June Domina also attended the Hartford Flower and Garden Show.  She had two chapter visits since the last meeting; the first was Housatonic’s FFA Week Faculty Breakfast and the second was Southington’s Greenhand Degree Ceremony.

     Ryan McCarthy attended the Hartford Flower and Garden Show with his chapter to support the person from Lyman Hall reciting the creed.  He attended the Code of Ethics Committee meeting.  He is also looking into District Bowling.
     Nick Stanisci participated in the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony as well as the Gala Event at the Hartford Flower and Garden Show.  He attended the Massachusetts State Convention and was part of their nominating committee for state officers.
Staff Reports

     Mrs. DiGioia attended the Code of Ethics Committee meeting as well as did research on Incorporating the Connecticut FFA Association.
     Mr. Natusch reminded everyone that we have less than three months left so pay close attention to the dates on the calendar.  
Committee Reports

     Code of Ethics- June Domina presented the Code of Ethics Committee Report.  She then moved to accept the report.  There was an implied second and accepted as read.

     Incorporation- Mrs. DiGioia spoke to a special lawyer dealing with incorporation and it’s possible for our organization.  The benefit is the Connecticut FFA would be sued rather than an individual person; the downfalls are the paperwork that needs to be filed every year and that the board of directions would need to change from year to year.  The report was voted on and passed.
Old Business

     There was no old business.

New Business

     June Domina moved to adopt the revisions to the Code of Ethics.  Ryan McCarthy seconded the motion.  Sarah LaRose moved to amend the main motion by inserting “effective immediately” and then she withdrew her motion.  Nick Stanisci relinquished his duties as chair to Sarah.  Discussion followed and Nick moved to amend the main motion by striking “State FFA Advisor” and inserting “State Executive Committee pending approval of the State FFA Advisor or designated appointee”.  Ryan seconded the motion, discussion followed; it was voted on and passed.  The newly amended main motion now read “to adopt the revisions to the Code of Ethics after striking out “State FFA Advisor” and inserting “State Executive Committee pending approval of the State FFA Advisor or designated appointee”.  The main motion was then voted on and passed.
     Michele Longhi moved to allot $400 or less for an insurance policy for the Connecticut FFA Association.  Sarah seconded the motion and discussion followed.  Michele moved to amend the main motion by striking out “$400” and inserting “$1000…, and if the necessary policy is over $1000, seek approval of the Executive Committee.  The amendment was discussed, voted on and passed.  The newly amended main motion now read “to allot $1000 or less for an insurance policy for the Connecticut FFA Association, and if the necessary policy is over $1000, seek approval of the Executive Committee”.  The motion was voted on and passed.
Updates
     JLC will consist of five workshops including opportunities in FFA to be presented by June Domina and Michele Longhi, SAE, Communications, Team Builder, and Etiquette presented by Nick Stanisci and Sarah LaRose.  Mrs. DiGioia is still looking for a few teachers and college students to present the other three workshops.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:24pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

June Domina, State Secretary 2005-2006
