November 22, 2005 Minutes
George White Library

Call to Order

     The meeting was called to order by State FFA President Nick Stanisci at 3:00 pm.  There were 9 members of the Executive Board present including State Officers Nick Stanisci, Sarah LaRose, Michele Longhi, and June Domina; District Chairs Ryan McCarthy, Tyler August and Emily Meskun; State Executive Secretary Mr. Natusch; and State Executive Teacher Advisor Mrs. Keefe.

Consent Agenda

     Nick Stanisci asked for any additions to the agenda.  There were several points that were added; 1) Appointment of the Executive Treasurer through the fiscal year, 2) Approve changes to the budget, 3) Approve the fiscal forms of the Finance Committee, and 4) Allot funds for FFA Center.  Nick asked if there were any objections; there were none and the agenda stood as changed. 
Minutes of previous meetings

     The minutes of the October 13th meeting were being read when Sarah LaRose moved to dispense reading of the minutes.  Since there were no objections, June Domina then moved for general consent.  There were no objections and the minutes were accepted. 

Officer Reports

     Michele Longhi gave the Treasurer’s Report.  She then moved for general consent on the Treasurer’s Report and the report was accepted.
Correspondence

     Sarah LaRose wrote thank you notes to the Grange for inviting her and Nick Stanisci to their banquet.

     Michele Longhi wrote thank you notes to all of the gold placing teams and individuals at national convention from Connecticut.

Executive Member Reports

     Tyler August is looking for dates that the district can get together.

     Michele Longhi was on the Work Abroad Experience Program Committee at Nationals.  She also went the Collegiate FFA training and picked up the LifeKnowledge information.  Michele attended both the Farm Bureau and Alumni meetings.  She also went to the Housatonic Banquet where she gave a speech and helped with the Greenhand and Chapter FFA Degree Ceremonies.  
     June Domina participated in the Nursery and Landscape CDE at Nationals.  Today she judged the Floriculture CDE at UConn.  She also went to Ledyard to present a workshop to their Executive Committee.

     Nick Stanisci gave a speech at the Grange Banquet.  He was also a delegate at National Convention and gave us the delegate report.  Nick went to Ledyard along with Sarah to give an officer retreat at Ledyard.  
     Sarah LaRose also attended the Grange Banquet.  She has presented three workshops in the past week, two for freshmen and the third was the officer retreat.  Sarah attended the Alumni meeting and helped count ballots for their election.  She also participated in the College of Ag’s Leadership Forum at UConn.

     Emily Meskun reported she has yet to get e-mails back from the other chapters in her district.  The Northwestern Regional held their Greenhand and Chapter FFA Degree Ceremonies and is now preparing for Christmas tree sales and wreath making.
     Ryan McCarthy just returned from the Officer Swap where he and other officers from Lyman Hall spent the weekend in Salem, NY and toured many agricultural sites.  Ryan also reported that the Developing Nations Committee gave a report at Lyman Hall’s November 15th meeting.
Staff Reports
     Mr. Natusch read the inventory list which included a flash drive, digital camera, and a five year old laptop.

     Mr. Natusch is looking into a Midwinter Training for State Officers which would be sometime during winter break.  District Chairs might be able to participate as well if school time limits don’t get in the way.

     The Hartford Flower Show will be held on February 23rd and the Connecticut FFA Association has been invited to use it as a fundraising event.  Tickets would be sold for an open gala where some awards would be presented to FFA members and this would be to raise money for a FFA Coordinator position in the Department of Agriculture.
Committee Reports

     Auditing- The chair was changed to Mrs. Berlekovich.  

     Constitution Review- Sarah LaRose reported for Johanna Wertz that an updated constitution was sent to teachers and is due back by January 11th.  Johanna has made corrections to the constitution as well.  
     District Chair- Sarah LaRose reported that the committee will follow the recommendations from the delegates at State Convention.  District Chairs will be kept, their roles should be expanded, District Chairs should be able to give workshops, and the position should still serve as a stepping stone to State Office.  The committee is now looking to define what it means to be district chair and will also ask the CAAE to do the same.  

     FFA Center- Tyler August reported that the committee has determined an FFA Center would be a good idea for the association.  They are looking into leasing an office for now and possibly building a center in the future.  The center would serve as an organized service area.  Michele Longhi then gave an update for the committee.  There is a room available at the Farm Bureau which would include internet, heat, and electricity.  The room would be about $2000 negotiable.  
     Finance- Michele Longhi reported that the committee has discussed changes to the budget and are awaiting the approval of the advisor.  The committee would also like to approve the new forms for payment requests and deposits as well as to extend the appointment of our Executive Treasurer Kimberly Brockett to the end of the fiscal year.

     POA- Sarah LaRose reported that the committee recommends additions to the POA in several sections; under Leadership, there should be a point to encourage eligible candidates to run for district chair; under Awards, there should be a point to invite American Degree recipients back to State Convention for recognition; and under CDE, have the State Parliamentarian or other State Officers work with chapters’ Parliamentary Procedure Team.   
     Reimbursement- Michele reported that the committee has decided reimbursement for mileage will stay at 37.5 cents a mile, tolls will only be covered when going to NLCSO and will mot be covered over 5 dollars, meals will stay at 35 dollars maximum a day, film and photo printing should be combined, workshop materials should average about 50 dollars per workshop, and postage will be covered as needed.  
Old Business

     The motion “to approve that the State FFA Convention be held at Housatonic Valley Regional High School in Falls Village, Connecticut”, which was postponed definitely to the next meeting was now in discussion.  The motion was then voted on and failed.  

New Business

     Sarah LaRose moved to purchase an LCD projector not to exceed $1500 on behalf of the CT FFA Association.  Emily Meskun seconded this motion and discussion followed.  Michele Longhi moved previous question, which was seconded by Ryan McCarthy and passed by two thirds vote.  The main motion then was voted on and passed by majority.

     Tyler August moved to allot $2000 to rent office space from the Connecticut Farm Bureau for a year.  Michele seconded this motion, discussion followed and the motion was voted on and passed.

     Sarah moved to send out Holiday Cards from the association.  Ryan seconded the motion, discussion followed and it passed.
     Michele moved to accept the State Officer Reimbursement Policy based upon the recommendation of the committee.  Tyler seconded the motion, discussion followed, and the motion was voted on and passed. 

     Michele moved to appoint Kimberly Brockett as our Executive Treasurer through the fiscal year.  Sarah seconded the motion.  Discussion followed and then Sarah moved for a two minute recess.  Ryan seconded the motion; it was voted on and passed.  The meeting was called back to order and we were back in discussion.  President Nick Stanisci relinquished chair to Sarah.  More discussion followed, Michele moved previous question and it was seconded by June Domina.  Previous question was passed by a two thirds vote.  The main motion was then voted on and passed by majority.  Nick then reclaimed the duties of chair.

     June moved to reconsider the motion to “allot $2000 to rent office space from the Connecticut Farm Bureau for a year”.  The motion was seconded by Sarah.  The motion was voted on and passed.  The main motion was in discussion.  Sarah moved to “amend by adding…” but then withdrew her motion before finishing.  Sarah then made another amendment to add “pending further research and investigation into other options as well as approval of the State FFA Advisor”.  June seconded the amendment.  Discussion followed; the amendment was voted on and passed.  The newly amended main motion, which now read to “allot $2000 to rent office space from the Connecticut Farm Bureau for a year pending further research and investigation into other options as well as approval of the State FFA Advisor.”, was voted on and passed.
     Ryan moved to reconsider the motion to “appoint Kimberly Brockett as our Executive Treasurer through the fiscal year”.  Sarah seconded the motion and discussion followed.  The motion was then voted on and failed.

     Nick relinquished chair.
     Nick moved that all committee reports require approval of the committee advisor before any recommendation may be made to the Executive Committee.  Ryan seconded the motion, discussion followed; the motion was voted on and passed.  Nick then reclaimed the duties of chair.
     Sarah moved to have convention held at Housatonic.  The motion was called out of order by Nick.

     Emily moved to reconsider the motion to “approve that the State FFA Convention be held at Housatonic Valley Regional High School in Falls Village, Connecticut”.
Ryan seconded the motion to reconsider; it was voted on and passed.  The main motion was then voted on and passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:39 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

June Domina, State Secretary 05-06

