October 13, 2005 Minutes

Southington High School

Call to Order


The meeting was called to order by State FFA President Nick Stanisci at 5:15 pm.  There were 9 members of the executive board present including State Officers Nick Stanisci, Sarah LaRose, Michele Longhi, and June Domina, District Chairs Ryan McCarthy and Emily Meskun, State Executive Secretary Mr. Natusch, State Executive Teacher Advisor Mrs. DiGioia, and our State Executive Treasurer Ms. Brockett.

Minutes of previous meetings
The minutes of the September 7th meeting were read.  June Domina then asked anonymous consent on the minutes.  The minutes were accepted, pending corrections.

Officer Reports


Michele Longhi gave the Treasurer’s Report.  She then asked anonymous consent on the Treasurer’s Report.  The report was accepted, pending audit. 

Correspondence

There has been no correspondence.
Executive Member Reports


Michele Longhi was treasurer for the banquet at the Big E.  Emily Meskun presented her district chair report.  She has e-mailed the Wamogo and Woodbury chapters and is looking for the Housatonic Chapter’s e-mail address.  Neither chapter has e-mailed her a reply, as of yet.  Her chapter is preparing for their monthly meeting and Greenhand/ Chapter Award Ceremony.  Sarah LaRose participated in FFA Showmanship at the Ledyard fair as an announcer this year.  As the announcer, she was able to inform the public about FFA.  She also helped at the Big E by acting as a timer keeper for the Extemporaneous and Tractor Driving CDE’s.  She then went to the Big E banquet and sat with FFA members from Connecticut.  Ryan McCarthy reported his chapter has held their September and October meetings and has informed its members about upcoming CDE’s.  His chapter is also planning an officer swap with the FFA officers of the Salem, New York FFA Chapter.  June Domina competed in the Nursery and Landscaping CDE at the Big E.  Nick Stanisci had the opportunity to serve as an intern at the Big E along with two other State Presidents.  He is also an automatic member of the Ag Consulting Committee and was able to attend their meeting.  He will be writing a letter to the committee to ask for a full time Ag Consultant to be a member of our committee.  The Grange will be meeting next week and Sarah and Nick will be attending this meeting.  Sarah, Nick and June were able to meet with the TSA State Officers and talk about their upcoming officer training conference and their organization.  We will hopefully be able to help them with their own training.  Last night the officers along with past State Vice President Stephen Russell held a mock interview session for National Officer Candidate, Mindy Crane.  Mrs. DiGioia handed out copies of our constitution to CAAE members and asked them to review and make suggestions.  She promoted our workshops at the CAAE meeting.  

Committee Reports  

Constitution Committee- Johanna Wertz was unable to attend this meeting.

The District Chair and POA committees have been unable to meet.

FFA Center Committee- Tyler August was not in attendance.

Auditing Committee- Ms. Berlekovich is chair of this committee and was not in attendance.

Finance Committee- Ms. Crompton is chair of this committee and the committee has been unable to meet as of yet.

Chairs must contact the advisors of their committee about meetings.

Old Business

There was none.

New Business


Sarah LaRose moved to offer financial support to Mindy Crane, our national officer candidate.  Michele Longhi seconded this motion.  June Domina moved to suspend the rules to allow the chair to speak for the duration of this motion.  Ryan McCarthy seconded this motion, a standing vote was held, and the motion passed by two thirds.  We were back in discussion of the motion to offer financial support to Mindy.  Michele moved to amend the main motion by adding “by covering the cost for registration, airline tickets, and jacket.  Sarah seconded the motion, it was voted on, and passed.  Then the newly amended motion, “to offer financial support to Mindy Crane, our national officer candidate, by covering the cost for registration, airline tickets, and jacket”, was voted on and passed.  

Sarah moved to donate money to the Seeds of Hope Campaign on behalf of the CT FFA State Association.  June seconded the motion.  Nick Stanisci moved to amend the motion but then withdrew the amendment.  Sarah moved to amend the main motion by adding “one dollar for each member of the CT FFA Association” after the word ‘donate’.  Michele seconded the motion.  The motion was discussed, voted on and failed.  June then made the amendment to donate “$1000” to the seeds of hope campaign.  The motion was seconded by Ryan, was discussed, voted on, and passed.  Sarah amended the newly amended main motion by inserting “and to encourage chapters to do so as well” at the end of the motion.  Ryan seconded this motion; it was discussed and passed.  June amended the newly amended main motion by striking out the words “do so” and replacing them with “donate”, which was seconded by Ryan.  However, when she restated the motion back to the chair she repeated the last amendment that had passed and the chair restated the prior amendment; it was voted on and passed.  Nick then made an amendment to strike out “and to encourage chapters to do so as well” and replace it with “and instruct the State President to write a letter to the chapters encouraging them to donate to the Seeds of Hope Campaign”.  Sarah seconded the motion, it was discussed, voted on and the amendment passed.  The newly amended main motion was then voted on and passed.  The motion then read “to donate $1000 to the Seeds of Hope Campaign on behalf of the CT FFA State Association and to instruct the chapters encouraging them to donate to the Seeds of Hope Campaign”.

Ryan moved to approve that the State FFA Convention be held at Housatonic Valley Regional High School in Falls Village, Connecticut.  Michele seconded this motion and discussion followed.  Ryan then moved to postpone this motion definitely until the next meeting.  Sarah seconded the motion, it was discussed and passed.


Sarah moved to possibly donate money to the UConn Block and Bridle Club on behalf of the CT FFA Association.  Ryan seconded this motion.  Sarah amended the motion by striking out “money” and replacing it with “$75”.  June seconded this motion.  Michele moved to amend the amendment the motion by striking out “$75” and replacing it with “$50.00”.  Ryan seconded it.  The motion was voted on and passed and we were back in discussion of the newly amended amendment.  This amendment was then voted on and passed.  They the newly amended main motion was voted on and passed.


Michele moved to have the Secretary write a letter to our Executive Treasurer detailing what can and cannot be reimbursed for.  Sarah seconded the motion.  Ryan then moved to table this motion and it was seconded by Sarah.  Mr. Natusch then called a point of order on Nick, but the point was not well taken.  The motion to table was then voted on and passed.  


Michele moved to reimburse any administration expenses that she may incur, but no other expenses may be reimbursed except with a vote of the executive committee.  Ryan seconded this motion; it was voted on and passed.


Ryan moved to take from the table the motion “to have the Secretary write a letter to our Executive Treasurer detailing what can and cannot be reimbursed for”.  The motion was seconded by Sarah.  The motion was voted on and passed and we were now in discussion of the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed.


Michele moved to reimburse mileage for Kimberly Brockett.  Sarah seconded the motion and discussion followed.  Sarah then moved previous question which was seconded by Ryan.  The motion was voted on and passed by a two thirds vote.  The main motion was then voted on and failed.
Appointment of Committees

Code of Ethics Committee- June Domina will be chair.  Michele Longhi, Sarah LaRose, and Ryan McCarthy are members with Mrs. DiGioia as advisor.

State Convention Committee- Michele Longhi will be chair.  Sarah LaRose, June Domina, Nick Stanisci and possibly Tyler August and Jason Flaster will be members.  Mrs. DiGioia will co-advise with Mr. Natusch.

Announcements

National Convention- State Officers must meet to schedule.  There will be a pre-meeting for state delegates at the same time.  State Officers must work on testifying on national issues with district chairs.


JLC- CAPT has created a barrier along with college breaks so March 31st is our only option.  


Annual Alumni Meetings- It will be held at Southington on November 7th at 6:30pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:25pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

June Domina, State Secretary 05-06 
